
Recommended Technique for Planting
in Clay or Poorly Drained Soils

Since 90% of a tree’s root system is in the top 6 to 12 inches of soil, the saucer-shaped
hole allows for more expedient accommodation of these vital uppermost roots.
“

To avoid hampering root stimulation,
prune by selectively removing undesirable

branches, not by “hat-racking” or
removing tips of branches.

Back-fill with original material.
Fertilizer optional; soil amenders and
root-starters are not recommended.

Original
Grade

Protective Collar

Allow slight slack in guy wires
and remove as soon as tree

is firmly rooted.

Stake or
Dead-Man”

Mulch
2 to 4 Inches 1/4 of Root-Ball

Above Grade

Extend the rim of “saucer” twice the
diameter of the root-ball

all the way around.

Set the root-ball
on the bottom of “saucer.”


